WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

ffl^jM 1 * ^ occupant protection system for deploying a deployable air 

2 hag from a concealed location in a vpmcle instrument panel having an opening, the 

3 protection system comprising: 

4 an air bag nefmally containable in a deflated condition adjacent the 

5 opening and deploy abje'through the opening as a protection for the occupant; and 

6 the^an bag including an air bag portion for closing the opening when 

7 the air bag isT^eflated, and remaining as a portion of the air bag after the air bag is 

8 deploye<L 

1 2. The occupant protection system of claim 1 , wherein the air bag 

2 has a skin and the air bag portion isar portion of the skin. 

1 3 . The occuoarit protection system of claim 1 , wherein the air bag 

2 has a skin and the air bag portion is a panel fixedly adhered to the skin. 

\Jr 4. In combination, a vehicle having an air bag deployable upon 

2' vehicle Impact and an occupant protection system for deploying a deployable air bag 

3 from a concealed location An a vehicle instrument panel having an opening, the 

4 protection system comprising: 

5 an air bag normally containable in a deflated condition adjacent the 

6 opening and deployable upon vehicle impact through the opening as a protection for 

7 the occupant; and / 

8 the air bag including an air bag portion for closing the opening when 

9 the air bag is deflated and remaining as a portion of the air bag after the air bag is 
10 deployed. / 


